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Navigating the U.S. immigration system can be complex, especially for those seeking a
Green Card or U.S. citizenship. This blog post delves into the various administrative and
legal options available for individuals facing challenges in their immigration applications.
With insights from an immigration attorney, we explore the pathways to obtaining a Green
Card and the criteria for citizenship, while also addressing common issues and solutions
that arise during the process.

Introduction to Green Card Applications
The process of obtaining a Green Card can be daunting, particularly for French speakers in
the U.S. Today, we will discuss the different types of Green Cards, the criteria for
citizenship, and the administrative remedies available if issues arise. With the help of David
Lunel, an immigration attorney, we will provide valuable information to navigate these
processes.

Types of Green Cards

Green Cards can be obtained through various means, including family reunification,
employment, humanitarian grounds, and the Diversity Visa Lottery. Understanding the
different categories is crucial for applicants.

Family-Based Green Cards: These are commonly pursued through marriage to a U.S.
citizen or through a family member who is a U.S. citizen.
Employment-Based Green Cards: This includes categories like EB-1 for individuals with
extraordinary abilities and EB-2 for those with advanced degrees or exceptional abilities.
Diversity Visa Lottery: This is a random lottery system that provides a limited number of
Green Cards to individuals from countries with low immigration rates to the U.S.
Humanitarian Green Cards: Refugees and asylees can apply for a Green Card after one
year of being granted asylum or refugee status.

https://lunellaw.com/family-based-immigration/
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Naturalization: Becoming a U.S. Citizen
Once you obtain a Green Card, the next step may be to pursue U.S. citizenship through
naturalization. This process has specific requirements that must be met.

Residency Requirements: Generally, you must have been a permanent resident for at
least five years, or three years if married to a U.S. citizen.
Good Moral Character: Applicants must demonstrate good moral character, which
involves a review of criminal history and tax compliance.
English Language and Civics Test: Applicants must pass a test on U.S. history and
government, as well as demonstrate basic English proficiency.

https://lunellaw.com/naturalization/
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Common Challenges in the Immigration Process
Many applicants face hurdles during their immigration journey. Some of the most common
challenges include long processing times and application denials.

Long Processing Times

Processing times for Green Card applications can vary significantly. Factors such as the
applicant’s country of origin and the specific application type can affect wait times.

It is essential to monitor processing times on the USCIS website, as they can change
frequently.
If your application has been pending for an extended period, it may be possible to file a legal
action to compel a decision.

Application Denials

Denials can occur for various reasons, including insufficient documentation or failure to
meet eligibility criteria. Understanding the reasons for denial is critical for addressing the
issue effectively.

In some cases, applicants may have the option to appeal the decision or file a motion to
reopen the case with additional evidence.
Engaging an experienced immigration attorney can be beneficial in navigating the
complexities of appeals and motions.

Administrative Remedies and Legal Actions
When facing issues with immigration applications, there are several administrative remedies
and legal actions that applicants can pursue.

https://lunellaw.com/cases-outside-of-processing-times/
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Service Requests

If you experience delays or issues with your application, you may submit a service request to
USCIS.

This is typically the first step to seeking assistance and can often resolve minor issues.

Motion to Reopen or Reconsider

If your application is denied, you may file a motion to reopen or reconsider the case.

A motion to reopen is based on new evidence or information, while a motion to reconsider
argues that the decision was made in error based on the existing record.

Filing a Lawsuit

In some situations, applicants may choose to file a lawsuit against USCIS if they believe
their application has been unfairly delayed or denied.

This legal action can compel USCIS to make a decision and can be an effective way to
address significant delays.

Challenges for Francophone Applicants
Francophone applicants face unique challenges in the U.S. immigration system. Language
barriers and cultural differences can complicate the process, but there are resources
available to help.

Finding an attorney who speaks French can provide clarity and ease during the application
process.
Utilizing French-language resources and support groups can also assist in navigating the
immigration system.



Understanding Green Card and Citizenship Options in the U.S.

| 5

Conclusion
Obtaining a Green Card and navigating the path to U.S. citizenship can be complex, but
understanding the available options and remedies can help ease the process. Whether
you’re facing long processing times, application denials, or other challenges, there are
various avenues to pursue. Engaging with knowledgeable professionals and utilizing
available resources can significantly enhance your chances of success in the immigration
process.

For personalized advice and assistance, consider reaching out to an immigration attorney
who can guide you based on your specific situation.

Watch Green Card & U.S. Citizenship Pathways with
David Lunel
We’re excited to share that our recent French-language webinar on Green Card and
U.S. citizenship pathways, hosted by David Lunel, Esq., was a great success! If you
couldn’t join us live, you can now watch the replay to learn more about U.S. immigration
options for French-speaking individuals, particularly on how to address common challenges
with USCIS.

� Watch the Exclusive Webinar Replay Below

https://lunellaw.com/blog/join-david-lunels-webinar-on-green-card-amp-u-s-citizenship-pathways/
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Contact Information

If you have further questions or wish to consult with an immigration attorney, you can reach
David Lunel at the following:

Email: david@lunellaw.com

Phone: +1-404.975.4500

tel:+1-404.975.4500

