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The E-2 visa is a popular choice for foreign entrepreneurs looking to invest and work in the U.S. through their business
ventures. But what happens if you want to transition your E-2 visa to a new company? Here’s a breakdown of the process,
requirements, and tips for making that shift smoothly.

Understand the E-2 Visa’s Foundation

The E-2 visa is directly linked to the specific business in which the visa holder has invested a substantial amount of capital. If
you’re considering transferring your E-2 visa to a new company, keep in mind that the same fundamental criteria apply: the
business must be operational, you must play an active role, and the investment must remain substantial in the enterprise.
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Requirements for Transitioning the E-2 Visa

To successfully move your E-2 visa to another company, the new business needs to meet the same standards as the original
one:

Substantial Investment: You’ll need to demonstrate that your investment in the new business is significant enough to
support its operations.
Operational Business: The new company must be active and functioning, not a passive investment.
Ownership & Control: You must maintain at least 50% ownership or have operational control of the new business.
Risk of Loss: The investment must be at risk, meaning it’s irrevocably committed to the new business.

Application Process for Transferring the E-2 Visa

To transition your E-2 visa to a new company, you must file the appropriate documents with the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) or apply for a visa change at a U.S. consulate if you’re outside the country. This includes
submitting proof that the new company meets E-2 visa requirements, such as business plans, financial statements, and
evidence of ownership and investment.
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Tips for a Smooth Transfer

Prepare Thorough Documentation: Make sure you gather all necessary documents related to your new business, such as
proof of investment, business licenses, and operational plans.
Consult an Immigration Expert: Navigating U.S. immigration law can be complex. It’s always a good idea to seek
guidance from an experienced immigration attorney who specializes in business immigration to ensure all legal
requirements are met.
Plan Ahead: Transferring your visa can take time. Ensure that the timing of your transition aligns with the validity of your
current E-2 visa status.

Conclusion

While transferring an E-2 visa to a new company is possible, it involves meeting strict criteria and providing thorough
documentation that proves the new business complies with U.S. immigration law. To navigate this complex process, it’s
advisable to consult with an immigration attorney who is well-versed in U.S. business immigration matters.

For further information on U.S. immigration options, you can always explore educational resources or consult with
experienced legal immigration professionals.
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