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Becoming a U.S. citizen is a major milestone, and the naturalization interview is the final, important step in that journey.
Instead of seeing it as a high‑pressure exam, think of it as a structured conversation where a USCIS officer confirms your
eligibility and reviews your application for citizenship.

Lunel Law is a U.S. immigration firm focused on nationality law, green cards, and citizenship (naturalization), representing
immigrants and refugees nationwide from its Atlanta office. With the right preparation and guidance, you can walk into your
interview feeling calm, organized, and ready.lunellaw+1
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What Happens at the Naturalization Interview?
During your naturalization interview, a USCIS officer will review your Form N‑400, ask questions about your background, and,
unless you qualify for an exemption, administer English and civics tests. The officer’s goal is to verify that the information in
your application is accurate and that you meet all legal requirements for U.S. citizenship—not to trick you or catch you off
guard.[usciss]​

USCIS describes the naturalization test as having two components:

An English test (speaking, reading, writing)
A civics test about U.S. history and government[usciss]​

If you do not pass part of the test the first time, USCIS generally gives you a second chance to retake only the portion you
did not pass, usually within 60–90 days.[sglegalgroup]​

https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://www.sglegalgroup.com/updates/uscis-update-the-naturalization-interview-and-test-2008-vs-2025-versions
https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
https://lunellaw.com/immigration-law/
https://lunellaw.com/contact/
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Your Naturalization Interview Document Checklist
A large part of a smooth interview is document readiness. The officer will compare your answers to the information in your
N‑400 and may ask for proof of any changes since you filed, such as a new address, employer, or marital status. Bringing
clearly organized originals and copies helps the officer verify details quickly and reduces the chance of delays.[boundless]​

Below is a practical checklist based on common requirements and widely used guidance for naturalization interviews:

Interview Appointment Notice (Form I‑797C, Notice of Action)[boundless]​
Permanent Resident Card (Green Card), original[boundless]​
All current and expired passports and any USCIS‑issued travel documentsquijano-law+1
State‑issued ID (for example, driver’s license or state ID card)[boundless]​
Civil status documents (if applicable), such as:

Marriage certificate(s)
Divorce decree(s), annulment orders, or spouse’s death certificate(s)immigrationdirect+2

Birth certificates for children (especially any children born after you filed your N‑400)quijano-law+1
Recent IRS tax transcripts or copies of filed tax returns, commonly for the last 3–5 yearsreddit+2
Employment or income records (such as pay stubs, employment verification letters, or self‑employment records), if
needed to clarify your work historyimmigrationdirect+1

https://www.boundless.com/immigration-resources/documents-required-for-u-s-citizenship
https://www.boundless.com/immigration-resources/documents-required-for-u-s-citizenship
https://www.boundless.com/immigration-resources/documents-required-for-u-s-citizenship
https://www.boundless.com/immigration-resources/documents-required-for-u-s-citizenship
https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
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Evidence supporting any “Yes” answers to security, criminal, or immigration‑related questions on the N‑400 (for
example, certified court records, dispositions, or police reports, if applicable)quijano-law+1

Organize everything in a folder with clearly labeled sections for “Originals” and “Copies.” This simple step shows respect for
the process and makes it easier for the officer to review and, when necessary, keep copies for your file.

The Night Before and Morning Of: Simple Habits that Help
Your interview technically starts the moment you arrive at the USCIS office. Treat it as you would a professional job interview
and present yourself in a calm, respectful, and organized manner.

Dress in business‑casual clothing (for example, slacks and a collared shirt, or a simple dress) to reflect that you take
this step seriously.
Plan to arrive about 15–30 minutes before your scheduled time so you can pass through security and find the waiting
area without rushing.
On the morning of the interview, eat a light meal and do a brief, focused review of your N‑400—not to memorize it, but
to refresh your memory about dates, addresses, trips, and other key details.

These small choices reduce last‑minute stress and help you appear confident, attentive, and prepared.

https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
https://lunellaw.com/immigration-law/
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Navigating the N‑400 Review: Honesty Is Essential
After you take an oath to tell the truth, the officer will go through your N‑400 with you, question by question. This is an
eligibility review, not a memory test, and it is normal for some parts of your life to have changed since you filed your
application.

If something is no longer accurate, you can calmly say, “I would like to update my answer to that question,” and then explain
the change—such as a recent move, a new job, a trip outside the United States, or a change in marital status. Having
documents to support these updates (for example, a new lease, updated pay stubs, or a new marriage certificate) is
especially helpful.

Being open and honest about any changes is one of the strongest signals that you are taking your responsibilities seriously.
It reassures the officer that you are committed to keeping your immigration record accurate and complete.

Understanding the Civics and English Tests
After the N‑400 review, you will take the naturalization test unless you qualify for an exemption or waiver. The English and
civics components are based on official USCIS materials, so there are no “trick” questions if you study from the right sources.
[usciss]​

https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
https://lunellaw.com/immigration-law/
https://lunellaw.com/contact/
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English test

USCIS evaluates English in three ways: [usciss]​

Speaking: The officer evaluates your ability to speak and understand English as you answer questions during the
eligibility interview on your Form N‑400. [usciss]​
Reading: You must correctly read aloud one out of three English sentences to demonstrate basic reading ability.
[usciss]​
Writing: You must correctly write one out of three English sentences that the officer dictates to you. [usciss]​

USCIS publishes official reading and writing vocabulary lists and English study materials on its “Naturalization Interview and
Test” and “Study for the Test” pages, along with free instructional videos. [youtube]​[usciss]​

Civics test

The civics test checks your knowledge of U.S. history and government using questions from an official list published by
USCIS.usahello+1

USCIS has historically used a 2008 version of the test, in which:

https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHjOVa6HGHI
https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
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The officer asks up to 10 questions from a list of 100.
You must answer 6 out of 10 correctly to pass, and the test stops as soon as you reach 6 correct answers. [usciss]​

USCIS has also announced updates to the naturalization test that affect some applicants filing in late 2025 and beyond,
including a newer civics version with 128 questions where an officer may ask up to 20 questions and you must answer 12
correctly. Because requirements can change over time, always confirm which test version applies to your case by checking
the official USCIS naturalization interview and test page before your interview.civicsquestions+3

Focusing your preparation on the official civics question list and USCIS English study materials is the most reliable way to
walk into your interview feeling ready. [youtube]​[usciss]​

What “Recommended for Approval” Means
If your interview goes well, the officer may tell you that your application is “recommended for approval.” This phrase
generally means the officer intends to approve your N‑400, subject to final review and system checks.

Once your application is approved, the final step in the naturalization process is the Oath of Allegiance ceremony, where you
officially become a U.S. citizen and receive your Certificate of Naturalization. USCIS will send you a notice with the date,
time, and location of your ceremony; in some cases, the oath may be scheduled for the same day as your interview. [usciss]​

https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://lunellaw.com/blog/us-citizenship-test-flashcards-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHjOVa6HGHI
https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
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https://lunellaw.com/contact/


Tips for a Smooth U.S. Citizenship Interview

David Lunel is now offering his consultation as an immigration attorney near you in Atlanta, GA.
Schedule Immigration Consultation | 8

By arriving prepared, keeping your information accurate, and studying from official USCIS materials, you give yourself the
best chance of moving from “recommended for approval” to taking the oath without unnecessary delays. [usciss]​

How Lunel Law Supports You Through the Citizenship Process
Lunel Law is dedicated to helping immigrants and refugees navigate every stage of the U.S. immigration system, including
naturalization. The firm focuses on nationality law, lawful permanent residency (green cards), and citizenship, and regularly
appears before immigration authorities on behalf of clients.allbusiness+1

Led by attorney David Lunel, a multilingual immigration lawyer licensed in Georgia and France, Lunel Law offers
representation in English, French, and Spanish, and assists clients across the United States with naturalization, family‑based
immigration, asylum, removal defense, and more. For many applicants, having a dedicated immigration lawyer review the
N‑400, prepare for likely interview questions, and troubleshoot any prior immigration or criminal history can make the
process smoother and less stressful.markets.financialcontent+2

https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
https://lunellaw.com/immigration-law/
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Citizenship Interview FAQ

Which documents should I bring to my naturalization interview?

Bring your Interview Appointment Notice (Form I‑797C), your original Permanent Resident Card (Green Card), all current and
expired passports, and a valid state‑issued ID such as a driver’s license. Also bring civil and financial documents that support
any information in your N‑400 or changes since you filed—such as marriage certificates or divorce decrees, birth certificates
for children born after you applied, and recent tax returns or IRS tax transcripts and employment records.reddit+3

To keep the interview efficient, sort everything into a folder with sections for originals and copies so the officer can quickly
review documents and keep copies where needed.

How early should I arrive, and what should I wear?

Aim to arrive about 15–30 minutes before your scheduled interview time so you can pass through security and find the
correct waiting area without hurrying. Dressing in business‑casual clothing—such as slacks and a collared shirt, or a modest

https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
https://lunellaw.com/immigration-law/
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dress—helps convey that you understand the importance of the interview and respect the process.

Avoid arriving extremely early if it will increase your anxiety, and do not risk being late; plan your route and transportation in
advance.

What if something has changed since I filed my N‑400?

It is very common for life circumstances to change between the date you file your N‑400 and your interview. During the
N‑400 oral review, simply explain that you would like to update your answer, then provide the new information—for
example, a new address, recent international travel, a new employer, or a change in marital status.

Bring documents that support those updates, such as a new lease, pay stubs, or a marriage certificate, so the officer can
easily verify the changes and keep your record current.quijano-law+1

What should I expect on the civics and English tests, and how should I prepare?

For the English test, your speaking ability is evaluated during the interview itself, and you must correctly read one out of

https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
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three sentences and correctly write one out of three dictated sentences in English. For the civics test, the officer asks
questions about U.S. history and government based on the official USCIS civics question list, and the exact number of
questions you must answer may depend on which version of the test applies to your filing date.sglegalgroup+3

To prepare, study directly from USCIS’s official naturalization test resources, including the civics questions and answers,
vocabulary lists, and free videos on the “Naturalization Interview and Test” and “Study for the Test” pages. Focusing on
these official materials ensures you are studying the same content the officer will use in your interview. [youtube]​[usciss]​

What does “recommended for approval” mean after my interview?

“Recommended for approval” typically means the officer believes you qualify for naturalization and intends to approve your
application, pending final checks and supervisor review. The usual next step is receiving a notice for your Oath of Allegiance
ceremony, where you will take the oath and receive your Certificate of Naturalization to complete the process of becoming a
U.S. citizen. [usciss]​

If you receive this result, keep an eye on your mail and USCIS online account for your oath notice, and contact an
immigration attorney such as Lunel Law if you have any concerns about timing, travel, or related issues around your
ceremony.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHjOVa6HGHI
https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
https://www.usciss.us/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/the-naturalization-interview-and-test.html
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