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To prepare for a U.S. asylum interview, focus on understanding the core questions related
to your claim, the harm you experienced, and your fear of returning home. Questions will
cover your personal experiences, reasons for leaving your country, and the nexus between
the harm and a protected ground (race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or
membership in a particular social group)

Knowing the different types of asylum interview questions you’ll face can greatly
influence your preparation strategy and the outcome of your interview. USCIS asylum
officers conduct thorough examinations covering multiple areas:

Before diving in,

�Key USCIS page referencing what you should prepare to bring to your interview:
Preparing for Your Affirmative Asylum Interview — USCIS

�Key USCIS page interview asylum questions from 2015:
USCIS asylum interview question’s list from 2015

1. Common Biographical Questions Asked During an
Asylum Interview
Identity Verification Questions are a crucial part of every asylum merits interview.
USCIS officers start by confirming basic personal information during the asylum interview
to establish who you are and your background.

Core Personal Information Requests

Expect the officers to ask about the following:

Full legal name (including any aliases or previous names used)
Date and place of birth
Current nationality and any previous citizenships
Marital status and spouse information
Children’s names, ages, and locations
Parents’ and siblings’ personal details

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/preparing-for-your-affirmative-asylum-interview
https://www.uscis.gov/archive/questions-answers-asylum-interviews
https://www.e-verify.gov/book/export/html/2113
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Document Verification Process

During the biographical questions portion of the asylum interview, officers will carefully
examine your supporting documents:

Passport examination – They will review all pages of your passport for entry and exit
stamps.
Form I-94 verification – They will confirm your arrival-departure record.
Birth certificates – They will accept original or certified copies of birth certificates along
with translations.
Marriage certificates – If applicable to family claims, they will request marriage
certificates.
Form I-589 consistency – They will cross-reference the details provided in your
application with the information given during the interview.

Reference: USCIS Asylum Interview Preparation

2. Questions About the Reasons for Seeking Asylum
The heart of any asylum application revolves around demonstrating persecution or well-
founded fear of persecution. Officers will probe deeply into your specific experiences,
requiring detailed accounts of incidents that forced you to flee your home country.

Core Persecution-Based Questions

What specific harm did you experience or fear? Officers expect concrete examples
rather than general statements about country conditions
Who persecuted or threatened you? Identify specific individuals, groups, or government
entities involved
When did these incidents occur? Provide exact dates, timeframes, and frequency of
persecution
Where did the persecution take place? Include specific locations, addresses, and
geographic details

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/preparing-for-your-affirmative-asylum-interview
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/legacy-pdf/5ddfcdc47.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/legacy-pdf/5ddfcdc47.pdf
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Protected Ground Categories

Your asylum claims questions must establish persecution based on one of five protected
grounds:

Race or ethnicity – discrimination based on physical characteristics or ethnic identity
Religion – persecution for religious beliefs, practices, or conversion
Nationality – harm due to citizenship, statelessness, or ethnic nationalism
Political opinion – persecution for actual or imputed political beliefs
Particular social group – membership in a group sharing immutable characteristics

3. Questions Addressing Bars to Asylum Eligibility
During the asylum interview, USCIS officers must assess whether applicants face any
asylum bars questions that could disqualify them from protection under US immigration
law. These inquiries follow strict guidelines outlined in 8 CFR 208.6 and Secretary of
Homeland Security regulations to ensure thorough vetting of each case.

Criminal History and Persecution Involvement

Officers will ask detailed questions about your criminal background, including:

Any arrests, charges, or convictions in your home country or elsewhere
Participation in persecution of others based on protected characteristics
Involvement in serious non-political crimes committed before arriving in the United
States
Commission of particularly serious crimes that may render you ineligible for asylum

National Security and Immigration Violations

The interview includes specific inquiries regarding:

Previous immigration violations or deportation proceedings
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Expedited removal proceedings and their outcomes
Associations with terrorist organizations or activities threatening national security
Multiple asylum applications filed in different jurisdictions
Firm resettlement in third countries before entering the United States

For more information, you can refer to the following links:

Fact Sheet on Asylum Confidentiality
8 CFR 208.6 – Bars to Asylum

4. Legal Representation at the Asylum Interview: The
Role of an Attorney or Representative

Right to Legal Counsel During Asylum Proceedings

Asylum seekers have the right to bring an attorney at asylum interview proceedings
without any cost to the U.S. government. Legal representatives must submit Form G-28
(Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or Accredited Representative) to USCIS before
the scheduled interview to establish their official role in the case.

Verification Questions About Legal Representation

USCIS officers usually ask specific questions to confirm the presence and authority of legal
counsel:

“Do you have an attorney or representative present today?”
“Has your attorney filed Form G-28 with our office?”
“Do you understand your right to legal representation during this interview?”

How Attorneys Assist During the Interview Process

Legal representation for asylum seekers provides crucial support throughout the

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/fact-sheets/Fact-Sheet-Asylum-Confidentiality.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-208/section-208.6
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/preparing-for-your-affirmative-asylum-interview
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/all-forms/filing-your-form-g-28
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interview:

Clarifying complex legal terminology and procedural requirements1.
Objecting to inappropriate questions that fall outside the scope of asylum law2.
Requesting breaks when clients become overwhelmed or need consultation3.
Ensuring accurate interpretation of responses and legal concepts4.

Finding Pro Bono Legal Assistance

Several resources help locate affordable legal representation:

Office of Legal Access Programs (OLAP) maintains directories of qualified attorneys
Department of Justice (DOJ) website lists recognized organizations providing legal aid
Local bar associations often maintain pro bono referral programs

In recent discussions about improving the asylum process, several recommendations have
been put forth that emphasize the importance of legal representation during these
proceedings.

Reference: Form G-28 Instructions

5. Interpreter Requirements During the Asylum
Interview: Ensuring Effective Communication

Basic Interpreter Qualifications

Interpreter requirements asylum interview mandate specific qualifications for language
assistance during asylum proceedings. Interpreters must demonstrate fluency in both
English and the applicant’s native language, with age restrictions requiring interpreters to
be at least 18 years old. The regulation 8 CFR 208.9(g) provides exceptions for deaf or hard-
of-hearing applicants who may use younger interpreters when necessary.

https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/asylum-processing-rule-recommendations-letter/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/asylum-processing-rule-recommendations-letter/
https://www.uscis.gov/g-28
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/regulations/8-cfr-part-208#208.9
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Prohibited Interpreter Categories

Several categories of individuals cannot serve as interpreters:

The applicant’s attorney or legal representative
Witnesses testifying on the applicant’s behalf
Representatives or employees of the applicant’s home country government

Verification and Monitoring Process

Asylum officers routinely ask questions to verify the interpreter’s accuracy and impartiality
during the interview process. Contract interpreter monitoring occurs through telephone
supervision, where USCIS contract interpreters observe sessions to ensure adequate,
accurate, and neutral interpretation without directly participating in translation services.

Consequences of Inadequate Interpretation

When no competent interpreter is available, USCIS will cancel and reschedule the asylum
interview. This delay can impact non-English speaker assistance and potentially affect
employment authorization eligibility, as applicant-caused delays may influence Form I-765
processing timelines.

6. Consequences of Missing Your Asylum Interview:
What Happens Next?
Missing your scheduled asylum interview triggers immediate administrative consequences
that can significantly impact your case. USCIS issues a “Failure to Appear Warning
Letter” after your absence, initiating a formal process that requires swift action on your
part.

Timeline Requirements for Response

The warning letter establishes critical deadlines for requesting a rescheduled interview:

https://labor.maryland.gov/employment/wioa-access.pdf
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Within 45 days: Must demonstrate good cause for missing the appointment
Beyond 45 days: Must prove exceptional circumstances justified the absence
No response: Results in automatic case referral or administrative closure

Questions About Your Absence

During the rescheduling process, asylum officers will ask specific asylum interview
questions regarding your failure to appear:

What prevented you from attending the scheduled interview?
Do you have documentation supporting your reason for absence?
When did you become aware of the missed appointment?
What steps did you take to contact the asylum office?

Related Resources:

USCIS Asylum Interview Process
Form I-765 Employment Authorization

7. Duration and Procedural Questions Involved in an
Asylum Interview

Understanding the Interview Timeline

The duration of asylum interview typically extends for at least one hour, though
complex cases may require additional time. This comprehensive timeframe allows asylum
officers to thoroughly examine your case and gather necessary information.

Key Procedural Elements

Oath-Taking Process

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/asylum-interview
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
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Oath-taking at asylum interviews occurs at the beginning of the session
You must swear or affirm to tell the truth throughout the interview
The asylum officer administers this oath as a legal requirement

Interview Structure Components

Biographical verification questions
Detailed examination of persecution claims
Review of supporting documentation
Assessment of asylum eligibility bars
Opportunity for final statements

Related Resources:

USCIS Asylum Interview Process
CFR Title 8 Section 208.9 – Interview Procedures

8. Required Documents for Your Asylum Interview:
Supporting Evidence You Should Bring Along

Essential Identity and Immigration Documents

The primary identification documents for USCIS interviews are crucial for preparing
your asylum case. Your asylum officer will need to verify your identity and immigration
history through specific paperwork.

Make sure to bring the following documents:

Current and expired passports from your home country
Electronic or paper version of Form I-94 showing your entry into the United States
Original birth certificates with certified English translations
Marriage certificates if your spouse is included as a dependent in your application

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/asylum-interview
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-208/section-208.9
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-a-chapter-4
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Form I-589 Supporting Evidence Requirements

The documents needed for asylum interview are not limited to basic identification. They
also include comprehensive supporting materials for your asylum claim.

Here’s what you need to bring:

A complete copy of Form I-589, which is your original asylum application with all
attachments
Additional evidence supporting your persecution claims such as medical records, police
reports, and news articles
Certified English translations for all foreign language documents, including translator
certification statements
Birth/marriage certificates for dependents included in your application as family member
documentation

9. Work Authorization Eligibility and Employment
Authorization Document (EAD): Understanding Their
Relation To The Interview Questions
Employment authorization eligibility for asylum applicants depends on specific timing
requirements and interview attendance. Asylum seekers can file Form I-765 after
submitting their asylum application after 150 days, with EAD issuance occurring 180
days post-application.

Key Eligibility Requirements

Timely filing of asylum application without delays caused by the applicant
Consistent attendance at scheduled asylum interviews
No failure to appear incidents that could disrupt the timeline
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Impact of Interview Non-Attendance

Missing your asylum interview creates significant consequences for work authorization:

Automatic delay in EAD eligibility calculation
Potential denial of Form I-765 applications
Reset of waiting periods upon rescheduling

Reference Links:

Form I-765 Instructions
Employment Authorization Categories

Conclusion
Preparing for USCIS asylum interview questions requires thorough understanding of
the process and careful attention to detail. Success depends on your ability to provide
consistent, truthful responses backed by credible evidence.

Key Success Factors

Clear and honest testimony about persecution experiences
Consistent narrative across all documentation and statements
Proper documentation with certified English translations
Timely attendance at scheduled interviews to avoid delays

The importance of legal representation in asylum process cannot be overstated.
Qualified attorneys help navigate complex procedural requirements and ensure your rights
remain protected throughout the interview process.

Essential Preparation Steps

Document preparation should include gathering all relevant evidence supporting your

https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/temporary-workers/employment-authorization-document
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asylum claim. Birth certificates, marriage certificates, and country condition evidence
strengthen your case significantly.

Practice sessions with your attorney help identify potential inconsistencies in your
testimony before the actual interview.

Related Resources:

USCIS Asylum Division
Pro Bono Legal Services Directory

FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)

What are common biographical questions asked during a USCIS asylum
interview?

Applicants are typically asked biographical questions including their full name, date of birth,
nationality, family information, and details verifying identity documents such as passports,
Form I-94 Arrival-Departure Records, and birth certificates.

What types of questions address the reasons for seeking asylum in the
merits interview?

The asylum officer will inquire about any past persecution or fear of future persecution
based on race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social
group.

Can an attorney or representative attend the USCIS asylum interview
with the applicant?

Yes. Asylum seekers have the right to bring an attorney or accredited representative at no
cost to the U.S. government by submitting Form G-28 before the interview. Legal
representatives can assist by clarifying complex answers or procedural questions during the
process.

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
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What happens if an applicant misses their scheduled asylum interview?

If an applicant fails to appear for their appointment without good cause, they receive a
‘Failure to Appear Warning Letter. Missing interviews without good cause can negatively
impact the asylum application process.


