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Family reunification is a key part of U.S. immigration policy. It allows U.S. citizens and
permanent residents to bring their family members to live in the United States permanently
through family-based Green Cards.

These important documents let qualified family members of U.S. citizens and permanent
residents live, work, and establish their lives in America.

There are two main categories for family-based immigration in the U.S.:

Immediate Relative Visas - These visas have no numerical limits and are available for:
Spouses of U.S. citizens

Unmarried children under 21

Parents of adult U.S. citizens

Family Preference Visas - These visas are subject to annual caps and cover:

Adult children of citizens

Siblings of U.S. citizens

Spouses and children of permanent residents

Obtaining a family-based Green Card involves dealing with complicated legal requirements,
strict documentation standards, and varying processing times. To succeed, you need to have
a good understanding of U.S. immigration laws, fill out forms accurately, and pay close
attention to eligibility criteria.

Many families face significant challenges during this process - such as proving genuine
relationships or meeting financial requirements. Immigration law firms can offer valuable
guidance through these complexities, helping families avoid common mistakes and make
their applications smoother for a better chance of success.

Understanding Family-Based Green Cards

Family-based Green Cards are a crucial pathway for immigrants seeking lawful permanent
resident status in the United States. This status offers numerous benefits, including:

The ability to live permanently in the U.S.


https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/visa-law0/visa-bulletin.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/visa-law0/visa-bulletin.html
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» The freedom to work without any restrictions

» Access to various social benefits

» The privilege of traveling freely in and out of the country
» The opportunity to petition for certain family members

Types of Family-Based Green Card Applications

The U.S. immigration system classifies family-based Green Card applications into two
primary categories:

1. Immediate Relatives of U.S. Citizens: This category includes spouses, unmarried
children under 21, and parents of U.S. citizens (if the citizen is 21 or older).

2. Family Preference Categories: These categories encompass various relationships, such
as unmarried sons/daughters (21+) of U.S. citizens, spouses and minor children of
permanent residents, unmarried adult children of permanent residents, married
sons/daughters of U.S. citizens, and siblings of U.S. citizens (petitioner must be 21+).

Key Document for Adjusting Status

Form I-485 plays a vital role in the process of adjusting status to become a lawful
permanent resident. This form requires several important pieces of information, including:

» Proof of eligibility under a family preference category

» Evidence demonstrating the maintenance of lawful immigration status
» Documentation establishing the relationship to the petitioner
 Results from a medical examination

 Biometric information

» Financial support documentation

Factors Influencing Processing Time

The processing time for Form [-485 can vary significantly based on several factors,
including:


https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-485instr.pdf
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1. The applicant’s preference category
2. Current visa availability
3. USCIS processing capacity

Generally, immediate relatives tend to experience shorter waiting periods compared to
family preference categories, which face annual numerical limitations.

Eligibility Criteria and Documentation Requirements

Qualifying for a family-based Green Card requires meeting specific eligibility criteria and
submitting comprehensive documentation. Here’s what applicants need to know:

1. Immediate Relative Categories:

» Spouses of U.S. citizens
e Unmarried children under 21 of U.S. citizens
» Parents of U.S. citizens (petitioner must be 21 or older)

2. Family Preference Categories:

e F1: Unmarried sons/daughters (21+) of U.S. citizens

» F2A: Spouses and minor children of permanent residents
e F2B: Unmarried adult children of permanent residents

» F3: Married sons/daughters of U.S. citizens

» F4: Siblings of U.S. citizens (petitioner must be 21+)

3. Key Requirements for Status Adjustment:

 Legal entry into the United States

» Current lawful immigration status

e No unauthorized employment history

» No criminal violations or immigration violations
 Physical presence in the U.S. during application filing


https://ohss.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/2024_0906_plcy_lawful_permanent_residents_fy2023.pdf

%@Law Navigating Family-Based Green Cards: A Comprehensive Guide

4. Required Documentation Checklist:

Form I-485 with appropriate filing fees
Valid passport and travel documents

Birth certificates and marriage certificates
Two passport-style photographs

Medical examination results (Form I-693)
Employment authorization documentation
Proof of financial support (Form 1-864)
Evidence of relationship to the petitioner
Police clearance certificates

Tax returns and employment records
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The U.S. immigration system places strict requirements on document authenticity, including
the need for certified English translations for all foreign-language documents. Missing or
incorrect documentation can lead to significant processing delays or application denials.

It’s also essential to gather civil documents as part of the application process, which may
include police clearance certificates and other relevant paperwork.

Visa Availability, Priority Dates, and Grounds of
Inadmissibility

The U.S. Department of State’s monthly Visa Bulletin serves as a critical tool for
understanding visa number availability in family-based immigration. This system creates
specific challenges for immigration law firms helping clients navigate the waiting periods.

Understanding Priority Dates
Priority dates function as an applicant’s “place in line” for a visa number:

 Immediate Relatives - No waiting period required
« Family Preference Categories - Subject to annual numerical limits:
e F1: Unmarried adult children of U.S. citizens


https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Supplements/Supplements_by_Post/GUZ-Guangzhou.html
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-a-chapter-4
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/immigrate/the-immigrant-visa-process/step-5-collect-financial-evidence-and-other-supporting-documents/step-7-collect-civil-documents.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/iv-wait-times.html
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» F2A: Spouses and minor children of permanent residents
e F2B: Unmarried adult children of permanent residents

e F3: Married children of U.S. citizens

» F4: Siblings of U.S. citizens

Common Grounds of Inadmissibility
Under INA 212(a), several factors can impact visa eligibility:

» Health-Related Grounds

» Communicable diseases

 Physical/mental disorders with harmful behavior
» Drug abuse/addiction

e Criminal History

» Crimes involving moral turpitude

 Drug trafficking offenses

e Multiple criminal convictions

» Security Concerns

e Terrorism

» Espionage

 Foreign policy impacts

e Public Charge

» Likelihood of becoming dependent on government assistance

Law firms can assist clients by:

1. Identifying potential inadmissibility issues early
2. Preparing waiver applications when available
3. Developing strategies to address eligibility concerns

4. Maintaining current documentation for rapid response to visa availability

The complex interplay between priority dates, visa availability, and inadmissibility grounds
requires careful attention to timing and documentation throughout the application process.


https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/green-card-processes-and-procedures/visa-availability-priority-dates/adjustment-of-status-filing-charts-from-the-visa-bulletin
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For a deeper understanding of how these factors influence immigration processes,
especially regarding grounds of inadmissibility, it’s essential to consult with experienced
legal professionals who can provide guidance tailored to individual circumstances.

Filing Procedures, Forms, and Legal Assistance

The concurrent filing of Form 1-485 and Form I-130 streamlines the Green Card application
process. Here’s a detailed breakdown of the filing requirements:

Required Forms and Documentation

e Form [-485 (Adjustment of Status Application)

o Form [-130 (Petition for Alien Relative)

» Two passport-style photographs

e Government-issued photo ID

» Birth certificate copy

» Marriage certificate/termination documents (if applicable)
e Form [-864 or I-864EZ (Affidavit of Support)

» Form [-693 (Medical Examination Results)

Critical Filing Considerations

» Submit original signatures on all forms

* Include separate filing fees for each form

e Organize documents according to USCIS checklist

» Maintain copies of all submitted materials

 Provide certified translations for non-English documents

Supporting Evidence Requirements

e Proof of lawful entry into U.S.
 Evidence of continuous lawful status
 Financial documentation meeting income thresholds


https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-a-chapter-6
https://www.uscis.gov/i-864
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/standard-requirements/translation.html
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« Employment verification letters
 Tax returns from previous three years

Law firms can assist applicants by:

Reviewing documentation for completeness

Ensuring accurate form completion

Addressing potential red flags

Managing deadline compliance

Preparing responses to USCIS inquiries

Tracking application status

Coordinating with medical professionals for required examinations
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Conclusion

Navigating the family-based Green Card process requires precision, attention to detail, and
a deep understanding of U.S. immigration laws. The complex requirements, forms, and
documentation can be overwhelming for many applicants.

Clear Horizon Legal Solutions offers expertise and personalized guidance for your
family’s immigration journey. Our experienced attorneys:

» Handle complex paperwork and documentation requirements
» Stay up-to-date with changing immigration policies

 Provide strategic advice for unique family situations

» Maintain clear communication throughout the process

» Help avoid costly delays and potential denials

Don’t risk your family’s future with do-it-yourself immigration solutions. Let Clear Horizon
Legal Solutions make your Green Card application process clear and manageable as you
work towards permanent residency.

Contact Lunel Law today to start your family’s immigration journey with confidence.


https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/employment-verification-letter

