%u\n‘el‘Law EB-5 Fees Set to Increase in November

U.S. immigration filing fees are changing again, and for anyone using the EB 5 Immigrant Investor Program, November is
shaping up to be an important line in the sand.

The government has signaled that certain EB 5 related filing costs are set to increase in November. That matters because EB
5 cases are already paperwork heavy, time sensitive, and expensive even before a single form is filed. A fee change does
not just affect budgeting. It can affect timing decisions, project strategy, and in some cases whether a family chooses to
move forward at all.

This article breaks down what EB 5 is, who tends to use it, what a fee increase really means in practice, and the kinds of
ripple effects immigrants often feel when government costs go up.

What the EB 5 Program Is

EB 5 is a U.S. immigration pathway that can lead to lawful permanent residence through investment and job creation in the
United States.

At a high level, EB 5 requires:

e A qualifying investment into a U.S. business or project
e Proof that the investment meets EB 5 rules on source and path of funds
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» Job creation tied to the investment, generally measured in full time U.S. jobs
* Filing of specific immigration petitions with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, followed by either adjustment of
status in the U.S. or immigrant visa processing through a U.S. consulate abroad

EB 5 can be done through:

e A direct investment, where the investor puts capital into a business they are involved with, and the job creation is direct
payroll jobs.

* A regional center project, where the investment goes into a project sponsored by a designated regional center, and job
creation may include indirect job creation depending on the structure.

The details vary by case, but the overall concept stays the same: invest, document, prove job creation, and then pursue
permanent residence under EB 5.

Who Use EB 5

EB 5 is not a fit for everyone. It is typically used by individuals and families who have substantial lawful capital, want a U.S.
based immigration option that does not rely on a job offer, and are prepared for a process that involves both immigration
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compliance and serious financial documentation.
Common EB 5 profiles include:

* Entrepreneurs and business owners who have built companies abroad and want a U.S. base of operations

* Professionals and executives who have accumulated wealth through salary, bonuses, equity, or investments and want a
long term U.S. option

* Families planning for children’s long term future in the U.S., including education and stability, while understanding
that EB 5 is not an education visa

* Investors seeking a structured regional center project because they prefer a more passive role compared to building
a business and staffing it directly

EB 5 also tends to attract people who want a path that is not tied to an employer sponsorship process. But it is not “simple”
or “guaranteed” either. The compliance burden is real, and the government’s scrutiny of documentation is intense.

Why Filing Fees Matter So Much in EB 5 Cases

In many immigration categories, a filing fee is one line item. In EB 5, the fee is part of a much larger cost structure that often
includes:
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e Investment capital

» Administrative fees charged by a regional center or project, if applicable

e Legal fees

» Translation and document procurement costs across multiple countries and banks
» Tax planning and compliance coordination, depending on the situation

* Potential travel and medical exam costs later in the process

So when EB 5 related government filing fees increase, it often hits in a very practical way. The case does not get cheaper
anywhere else. The filing fee is one of the few parts that is completely non negotiable.

And because EB 5 processing is time sensitive, people do not always have the luxury of waiting to see what happens. The
combination of rising fees and long processing times can create a sense of urgency that affects decision making.

EB 5 Fees Set to Increase in November

Fee increases for immigration filings are typically implemented through USCIS fee rules or related agency updates, and they
can take effect on a specific date with little flexibility once the window closes.

An increase in EB 5 related filing fees in November can impact anyone who is planning to file or who is assembling
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documents now but has not yet filed. The practical effect is straightforward:

» A case filed before the effective date may be accepted at the prior fee level if properly submitted
* A case filed on or after the effective date must include the new fee amount, or it risks rejection

Rejection is not just annoying. It can mean losing time in a category where timing can matter for children’s ages, lawful
status planning in the U.S., and availability of supporting documents that may expire or need updating.

EB-5 Visa Fee Increases: Key Points to Know

e The EB-5 visa filing fees will more than double from $3,675 to $7,850.

* For standalone investors filing Form 1-526, the fee will increase from $3,675 to $7,615.

e The Form 1-829 fee, used to remove conditions on permanent residence, will rise from $3,750 to $5,000.

» According to USCIS, the new fee schedule is designed to cover the full cost of administering the EB-5 program.
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How a Fee Increase Might Impact Immigrants
A fee increase sounds like a budget issue, but it often becomes a strategy issue.

1. Filing timing becomes more pressured

When a higher fee is looming, it can push families to file earlier than planned. That can be risky if documentation is not
ready, especially around lawful source of funds, gifts, loans, business earnings, property sales, or complex transfers.

EB 5 petitions are often won or lost on documentation quality. Rushing to beat a fee deadline can lead to incomplete
evidence, inconsistencies, or missing links in the funds trail. And then the case may face a request for evidence or denial
risk.

2. Some families may pause or abandon the EB 5 plan

EB 5 is already capital intensive. If the government cost rises on top of investment and project fees, some families simply
decide the overall cost does not make sense, at least not right now.

That can be especially true for:

David Lunel is now offering his consultation as an immigration attorney near you in Atlanta, GA.
Schedule Immigration Consultation | 6



https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
https://lunellaw.com/immigration-law/
https://lunellaw.com/contact/

éu\n‘el’Law EB-5 Fees Set to Increase in November

e Larger families with multiple dependents, where later stage fees and processing costs add up
* Investors who are trying to preserve liquidity for business operations
* Families weighing other immigration strategies, even if those strategies have their own drawbacks

3. Increased total cost can change how projects are evaluated

In regional center cases, choosing a project is already a serious due diligence exercise. A fee increase can make investors
more sensitive to every additional cost.

That tends to shift attention toward:

e Projects with clearer return structures and better transparency on administrative fees

» Stronger documentation packages and third party reporting

e Clearer job creation methodology, because job creation problems later are expensive in a way that no one wants to
experience

It is not that filing fees change the underlying immigration law. But higher costs can reduce tolerance for uncertainty.
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4. Greater impact on families with children close to age limits

When children are included as derivatives, time matters. Delays, re filings, and timing mistakes can lead to difficult
questions later. A fee based rush that triggers a rejection or an avoidable request for evidence can cost months.

Even without getting into technical statutes, the reality is that many EB 5 families plan their filings around children’s ages
and school timelines. Any disruption adds stress and can force a change of plan.

5. More emphasis on correct filing mechanics

When fees increase, the margin for error gets smaller. A petition submitted with an incorrect fee amount can be rejected.
That means:

» The filing date is lost
e Delivery time is wasted
» The package often needs to be re issued and re sent, sometimes with updated signatures or refreshed exhibits

In EB 5 cases, a clean filing is not just good practice. It is damage control.
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What Does Not Change, Even If Fees Go Up

A fee increase does not change the basic EB 5 legal requirements. USCIS still expects:

* A credible, well documented lawful source and path of funds

» Proper structuring of the investment and proof that the capital is placed at risk under EB 5 rules
e A job creation plan that fits the type of EB 5 case

e Consistent documentation, translated where necessary, with clear timelines and legible records

In other words, higher fees do not buy flexibility. If anything, they raise the stakes because the cost of a mistake is higher.

Bottom Line

With EB 5 fees set to increase in November, the immediate impact is higher government costs. The deeper impact is timing
pressure, higher consequences for filing errors, and tougher budgeting decisions for immigrants who are already navigating
a complex and document heavy process.

The cases that fare best under a fee change are usually the ones that stay disciplined. Solid documentation, careful project
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selection, and a filing strategy that is built around compliance, not panic.
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