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Understanding DACA in 2025 and Its Current Status

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) is an important immigration policy that protects eligible undocumented immigrants who
came to the United States as children from being deported. The program allows recipients to work legally and provides temporary
protection for two years, which can be renewed.

As of March 2025, DACA is still active but has some limitations:

» Current Recipients: Eligible to submit renewal applications

» New Applicants: Initial applications are currently on hold due to legal challenges

» Work Authorization: Available through the renewal process

» Advance Parole: Limited travel permissions for specific purposes such as education, employment, and humanitarian reasons

The status of the program in 2025 has been influenced by recent court decisions and policy updates. It’s important for DACA recipients
to understand these changes in order to:

» Maintain their legal status
 Plan their career paths
» Make informed decisions about travel
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» Access available benefits
» Explore other immigration options

This guide will provide an overview of DACA’s current situation, including renewal procedures and potential future pathways for
recipients. We will also discuss recent legal developments, changes in health coverage, demographic data, and the program’s impact on
American society as a whole.

For DACA recipients facing these complex changes, it is crucial to stay informed and seek qualified legal advice in order to maintain
their protected status in 2025.

The Establishment and Impact of DACA

President Barack Obama established DACA through executive action in June 2012, creating a lifeline for young undocumented
immigrants brought to the United States as children. This groundbreaking program offered protection from deportation and work
authorization for renewable two-year periods.

DACA Eligibility Requirements:

» Under age 31 as of June 15, 2012
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» Arrived in the U.S. before age 16

» Continuous residence since June 15, 2007

» Present in the U.S. on June 15, 2012

» No lawful status on June 15, 2012

e Current enrollment in school, high school graduate, GED recipient, or honorably discharged veteran
» No felony convictions, significant misdemeanors, or three or more misdemeanors

» Not posing a threat to national security or public safety

The program’s impact has been transformative. DACA recipients have experienced:

» Economic Growth: Access to legal employment leading to higher wages and career advancement

» Educational Opportunities: Increased college enrollment and degree completion rates

» Healthcare Access: Ability to obtain employer-sponsored health insurance

» Family Stability: Protection from deportation, allowing recipients to support U.S.-born children

» Social Integration: Driver’s licenses and Social Security numbers enabling fuller participation in society

Research shows DACA has improved recipients’ mental health, reduced poverty rates, and contributed billions to the U.S. economy. The
program has benefited over 900,000 young immigrants, enabling them to build careers, pursue education, and support their families
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without fear of deportation. This success is part of President Obama’s broader legacy that includes significant advancements in areas
such as science and technology, as highlighted in this impact report.

DACA'’s Status as of March 2025: A Closer Look

The current DACA landscape presents a mixed scenario for recipients. The program remains active but operates under significant
limitations:

Key Status Updates:

» Current DACA recipients maintain their ability to submit renewal applications
« Initial DACA applications face a complete processing freeze

» Advance parole remains available for specific circumstances:

» Educational purposes

* Employment requirements

e Humanitarian grounds

Recent Changes:
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» USCIS processes renewal requests and employment authorizations

» Recipients in Texas face unique restrictions:

» No work authorization

» No driver’s license privileges

» Advance parole travel carries heightened risks due to ongoing legal challenges

The program’s operational scope reflects a delicate balance between maintaining protections for existing recipients while navigating
complex legal constraints. This status directly impacts approximately 538,000 active DACA recipients across the United States, shaping
their daily lives and future planning capabilities.

The Fifth Circuit Court Ruling and Its Implications for DACA

The January 17, 2025 Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals ruling marked a significant shift in DACA’s landscape. The court declared major
components of the Biden Administration’s DACA rule unlawful, creating immediate implications for recipients:

Key Changes Under the Ruling:

e Current DACA recipients in Texas can maintain their status
» Work authorization restrictions implemented
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* Driver’s license access limited
» Stricter scrutiny of renewal applications

The ruling’s geographic scope extends beyond Texas, affecting DACA recipients nationwide. While the court preserved basic protections
against deportation, the removal of work authorization creates substantial challenges for recipients’ economic stability.

Direct Impact on Recipients:

* Employment uncertainty

» Limited mobility options
 Increased financial strain

» Complex compliance requirements

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) continues processing existing renewals under modified guidelines shaped by this
ruling. Legal experts anticipate additional guidance from USCIS to clarify implementation procedures and address compliance
requirements for recipients across different states.
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Navigating Renewal Options for DACA Recipients in 2025

DACA recipients must maintain active status through timely renewals to preserve their protections and benefits. The renewal process
requires careful attention to specific timelines and requirements:

Recommended Renewal Timeline:

» Submit renewal application 120-150 days before current DACA expiration
* Avoid filing earlier than 150 days to prevent processing delays
« File no later than 90 days before expiration to maintain work authorization

Required Documentation:

e Form [-821D

e Form [-765 for work authorization

e Form I-765WS worksheet

» Supporting evidence of continuous residence
» Current filing fee of $495
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Online Filing Options:

e USCIS electronic filing system available for renewals
» Paper applications still accepted
» Tracking capabilities through USCIS online account

A lapse in DACA status can result in immediate loss of work authorization and protection from deportation. Recipients experiencing

financial hardship may request fee exemptions through proper documentation. Legal assistance from qualified immigration attorneys
helps ensure accurate and complete renewal applications.

Exploring Immigration Alternatives Beyond DACA in 2025

DACA recipients have several potential pathways to secure permanent legal status in the United States. These alternatives offer
opportunities for long-term stability and security:

Family-Based Immigration Options

e Marriage to a U.S. citizen
* Petitions through qualified U.S. citizen family members
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» Adjustment of status through immediate relatives

Employment-Based Pathways

» Employer sponsorship
» Special skills or exceptional ability visas
 Investment-based immigration

Humanitarian Relief Programs

U visa for victims of qualifying crimes

» Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) protection
» Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS)

» Asylum applications in eligible cases

Each pathway has specific eligibility requirements and application processes. The success rates vary based on individual circumstances,
available evidence, and current immigration policies. A qualified immigration attorney can evaluate personal situations and identify the
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most viable options for permanent residency.

These alternatives become particularly crucial as DACA’s future remains uncertain. Many recipients have successfully transitioned to
permanent status through these channels while maintaining their DACA benefits during the application process.

The Impact of ACA Marketplace Changes on Health Coverage for DACA Recipients
in 2025

A significant shift in healthcare access occurred on June 25, 2025, when the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
implemented a new rule affecting DACA recipients. This rule excludes DACA recipients from the definition of “lawfully present”
immigrants for health coverage purposes.

The impact of this change includes:

» Loss of ACA Marketplace Access: DACA recipients can no longer purchase health insurance through the ACA Marketplace

» Subsidy Ineligibility: Elimination of premium tax credits and cost-sharing reductions
 State-Level Variations: All 50 states now uniformly exclude DACA recipients from Marketplace coverage
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This regulatory change reversed the Biden administration’s earlier efforts to expand healthcare access. In May 2024, the administration
had attempted to include DACA recipients in the ACA Marketplace coverage, potentially benefiting nearly 100,000 uninsured recipients.

Current healthcare options for DACA recipients are limited to:

e Employer-sponsored health insurance
» Private insurance outside the Marketplace
» Emergency medical services

o Community health centers
» State or local healthcare programs (where available)

Demographics, Socioeconomic Characteristics, and Mental Health Effects Among
Active DACA Recipients in the US

Recent data from September 30, 2024, reveals 538,000 active DACA recipients living in the United States. The demographic
breakdown shows:

» Age Distribution: Majority under 36 years old
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* Gender: Predominantly female recipients
* Geographic Concentration:

» California: 25%+ of recipients

» Texas: 17% of recipients

Top Countries of Birth:

e Mexico: 81%
e El Salvador: 4%
e Guatemala: 3%

The socioeconomic landscape presents significant healthcare challenges. DACA-eligible individuals experience a 47% uninsured rate -
a stark contrast to the 10% rate among U.S.-born peers in the same age group. These individuals display good health metrics but report
lower income levels compared to their U.S.-born counterparts.

The uncertain legal status creates substantial mental health challenges. Research indicates:

» Increased anxiety and depression symptoms

David Lunel is now offering his consultation as an immigration attorney near you in Atlanta, GA.
Schedule Immigration Consultation | 12


https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/beyond-health-care-the-role-of-social-determinants-in-promoting-health-and-health-equity/
https://www.ncfr.org/resources/research-and-policy-briefs/immigrant-families-across-life-course-policy-impacts-physical-and-mental-health
https://lunellaw.com/david-lunel/
https://lunellaw.com/immigration-law/
https://lunellaw.com/contact/

f\—— : DACA in 2025: Current Status and Renewal Options
Lunel Law

» Stress-related health conditions
» Reduced willingness to seek medical care
» Heightened fear of deportation affecting daily activities

Children of DACA recipients face unique challenges. Studies show maternal DACA status influences participation in essential programs
like WIC (Women, Infants, and Children nutrition program). The continuous legal battles surrounding DACA status create psychological
strain, affecting both recipients and their families through decreased mental well-being and self-reported health metrics.

Legal Challenges, Policy Implications, and Economic Impact of Ending the DACA
Program

The DACA program faces significant legal hurdles in 2025. A January 17 Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals ruling declared major components
of the Biden Administration’s DACA rule unlawful. This decision allows current DACA recipients in Texas to renew their status but
restricts their access to work authorization and driver’s licenses.

The Biden Administration has implemented several initiatives to protect DACA recipients:

» Expanded ACA Marketplace eligibility (November 2024)
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» Updated guidance for DACA renewal processing
» Continued acceptance of employment authorization requests

The potential termination of DACA carries substantial economic implications:

» Job Market Impact: Loss of skilled workers across various sectors

* GDP Reduction: Estimated billions in economic contributions at risk
» Business Disruption: Companies face workforce instability

» Tax Revenue Decline: Reduced income and payroll tax contributions

Research indicates DACA’s positive economic effects:

DACA recipients’ employment increases wages for U.S.-born workers without decreasing job opportunities in labor
markets with higher concentrations of DACA participants

A Supreme Court case challenging DACA'’s legality remains in progress, creating uncertainty for recipients and employers. The
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program’s future hangs in balance as courts weigh constitutional questions against economic realities.

Conclusion

The DACA program stands at a critical crossroads in 2025. Legal challenges continue to shape its landscape, creating uncertainty for
hundreds of thousands of recipients who have built their lives in the United States.

The program’s future remains uncertain, yet DACA recipients can take proactive steps to protect their status:

» Stay informed about program changes and legal developments
e Maintain accurate documentation of eligibility requirements
e Track renewal deadlines carefully

» Consider alternative immigration pathways when possible

The complexity of DACA’s current status makes professional legal guidance essential. If you or someone you know is a DACA recipient:

Contact an immigration attorney immediately to:
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» Review your case

» Explore all available options

» Ensure timely filing of renewals

* Assess eligibility for alternative immigration paths

Our law firm specializes in DACA cases and understands the intricate challenges recipients face. We’re committed to helping you
navigate these uncertain times with expert guidance and dedicated support.

Don’t wait until it’s too late - schedule a consultation today to protect your rights and explore your options under the current DACA
framework. Your future in the United States deserves professional legal protection.
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